
mechanical obstruction of the bowel will be followed
by invasion of the blood and the adjacent viscera, under
ordinary conditions principally by the bacterium coli
commune, but also by other bacteria that may previously
have been injected into the bowel. These results have
heen confirmed by a number of observers, although
their validity has not escaped attack at the hands of
 others, who attribute the permeability of the intestinal
wall to bacteria under the conditions of the experiment
to the traumatism inflicted. With the object of con¬

trolling his earlier observations in this connection,
made in conjunction with Lewin, Posner, in association
with Cohn,1 repeated his experiments, observing special
precautions to prevent injury of the bowel, and ob¬
tained the same positive results as before, artificial
occlusion of the anus being followed in from eighteen
to twenty-four hours by infection of the peritoneum,
the bladder, the blood, the spleen, the liver, the kidneys,
and death sometimes ensuing. Dissemination of the
bacteria is believed to take place through the blood¬
stream. It is not denied that the condition is the result
of some change in the mucous membrane, which may,
however, not be discoverable even on close scrutiny, and
it is thought that in this way infection may arise for
which other explanation is wanting.

1 Berlin Klin. Woch., 1900, No. 36, p. 798.

INTEMPERANCE AMONG WOMEN.
A London gynecologist of reputation, Dr. Heywood

Smith, has recently indulged in some public utterances
that indicate an unfortunate state of affairs in English
society. There is, he says, an epidemic of female
drunkenness in the upper classes in England, perhaps
we should say the upper middle classes, for he says the
evil has not yet reached the aristocracy. Another
speaker, apparently a clerical one, claimed that more

homes were wrecked in London through drunkenness
of wives and mothers than through the excesses of
intemperate men. If drunken habits are the fashion
abroad there is always a danger that they will be
imitated here, at least by a certain limited class, and
according to the opinion of some American physicians
who have allowed themselves to be interviewed, this
danger has to some extent been realized. Among the
"smart set," it is said, there is much more drinking
than is at all desirable, and the habit seems to be grow-
ing. Still, no one claims that the condition is as bad
as it is represented to be in England, and the social
conditions are such as we hope will prevent it even

reaching that point, at least in the same class of society.
There always has been a certain amount of private
drinking among women, but it may be doubted whether
it is much worse now than it has been in the past.
The special fraction of society that is likely to indulge
in excesses of the kind in this country is probably not
a very large one, and there has long been a more pro¬
nounced sentiment against female drinking-habits here
than seems to exist in Great Britain, if one can judge
by the more evident signs. Still, it is well to be fore¬
warned and forearmed against any evil possibilities of
the future, as well as prepared to combat any actually
existing evil conditions. The ancient Bomans in their
best estate recognized this fact when they made it

punishable with death for women to drink wine. The
least, as well as the most, we can do in our days is to
make generally known the social, physical and moral
penalties that female drunkenness itself will bring, and
arouse a public sentiment against it. The more effect¬
ively this can be done the better. Intemperance is
one of the most serious evils in the male sex; in women
it would be even more disastrous.

WOODEN PHLEGMONS.
Reclus and others have described a peculiar form of

chronic inflammation of the skin and subcutaneous tissue
characterized by a slow clinical course and by a wooden
consistency, phlegmon ligneux, Holzphlegmon. Most
frequently involving the neck and developing even for
months without fever or pain, they so simulate malig-
nant neoplasm that the termination in recovery may be
the first means of reaching a correct diagnosis. In one
case described by Reclus death resulted from a suddenly
developing edema of the glottis. Various organisms, but
especially streptococci and staphylococci, have been
found in the exudate. Krause has described an instance
involving the hypogastrium. Quite recently Chiari,1 of
Prague, has added still another instance, which is
quite remarkable because of the extent of the disease,
the long duration, the absence of suppuration, and the
final general infection with streptococci. The patient
was a woman of 50 years. The inflammation probably
originated in a dental periostitis, caused by carious teeth.
From this point there gradually developed a chronic,
painless, afebrile process marked by much production of
new connective tissue. In the course of some five or six
months the hard, dense swelling had extended to the
neck, the tissues of the chest wall, including the mammae,
and of the mediastinum; the cervical and axillary
lymph-glands were also swollen, and the left upper ex¬

tremity showed some involvement. Death resulted from
a bilateral acute pleuritis, caused by streptococci, which
were found in various parts of the subcutaneous and
mediastinal fibrous tissue, whence the pleurae probably
became infected by way of the lymphatics. Streptococci
were also present in the blood. During life two attempts
at culture experiments proved negative, indicating, it is
thought, a change in the biologic characteristics of the
coccus. No cultures were made at the autopsy. The
disease is an interesting one, which merits further study
before the etiologic relations can be fully understood.

1 Beitr. z. Dermat. u. Syph., Festschrift f. I. Neumann.1 900, 64-76.

TUBERCULOSIS AND MILK.
That tubercle bacilli may be conveyed by milk is gen-

erally conceded. Even in the beginning of bovine tuber-
culosis the milk may be infectious. Bacilli have been
demonstrated by animal inoculations in milk of cows

giving the tuberculin reaction, but without local lesions.
Milk as such is not the only carrier of tubercle bacilli.
They are being demonstrated in the various products of
milk, such as butter and cheese. Recently Rabinovitch
discovered tubercle bacilli in a German patented prepara-
tion, made from beef fat and other ingredients, and
placed on the market as an artificial butter. They have
been found by Morgenroth in margarin. It is suggested
by both these investigators that the beef fat used in these
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